
Welcome to a new season!

The Trust Board has kept busy over the close season and this edition of the Trust Newsletter updates members, among other things, on what’s been 
going on over the summer.

There’s important information on arrangements for supporters’ coaches to away fixtures for this season.  Make sure that you book up your seat in the 
Club Shop well in advance.  We have to ensure that this season we don’t make a loss on this particular service.

WWe will also be announcing very soon a number of fundraising evenings so please get those dates in your diary and do all you can to support these 
events.  Bring along your friends, enjoy the evening and help the Trust raise further funds to support the Club.

With Garry’s squad already looking strong it’s important that we all get behind the team from the start.  There’s no better way of helping the Cards 
than by joining the Trust, offering to help as a Volunteer or, if you are able, to join ‘Boost the Budget’.  Remember we all can make a difference – Fans 
Matter!

 - Peter Holdsworth

As part of its service to both Members, and supporters in general, the Cards Trust organises coach trips to away matches.  In the past, we have tried 
to have a coach available for all away League games, as well as important Cup games, such as the F.A. Cup, although this has not always been 
possible with re-arranged matches disrupted by the weather and other short notice changes.  

Our Our overall aim has been to ensure that, over the season, the cost of providing the coaches breaks even, but, unfortunately, last season a significant 
loss was made as a result of poor usage to certain games.  This was despite cancelling some trips that had very low bookings and the use of a 
minibus for some other journeys.  Whilst we are anxious to continue to provide a coach service for away games, we recognise that the majority of our 
Members expect our funds to be used to provide more tangible support to Woking F.C.  Consequently, we have agreed as a Board to provide a 
progprogramme of coach trips to those games which previous experience has shown to be viable in terms of the demand for places on the coaches.  This 
means that certain longer distance trips scheduled for Tuesday evenings, and a limited number of trips on Saturdays, which have been poorly used in 
the past, will not be operated this coming season.

However, we intend to be as responsive as possible to demand, and if it becomes clear that enough supporters want to travel to matches that we 
have not included in our programme that would make them financially viable, we will consider reinstating them.  Of course, the popularity of travel to 
away games is influenced by the success of the team, so we really hope that demand increases a lot as the season progresses!  You will be able to 
find details of the matches for which we are planning to provide coaches on the Trust’s website.  Despite rising costs, we have been able to keep the 
prices charged either the same or only slightly more than last season.

The Trust was delighted to be able to host a pre-season Fans’ Forum on behalf of the Club in July.  It was a very well supported event with an 
excellent turn out of fans - possibly more than we’ve ever had before for one of these sessions.

Following the normal format the first half of the evening saw Mike Smith answering questions on off field matters.  After a short break the second half 
featured the management team with Garry and Steve answering a wide range of questions.  All agreed that it was a very entertaining evening all 
round.

A report on the A report on the Forum outcomes will be available in the first matchday programme but for those of you unable to get to the game the article will be 
posted on the Trust’s website.

The Trust plan to organise a second Fans Forum towards the end of the current season so look out for that!

The Trust has done some work over the summer to make some improvements to the Trust’s office.  Situated just behind the home dressing room it 
should be a lot easier to find with new signage and notice board.  We also plan to staff the office during home games so that there should be 
someone from the Trust available before games, during half-time and after matches.

You can pop in to join the Trust, become a Boost the Budget contributor or even collect your Goldrush prize!  If you have any questions about of for 
the Trust visit the Office and speak to one of the Board members.



For the first time since the inception of the Trust members of the Cards Trust Board met with the Woking Football Club Board at the beginning of July.

It was a very useful meeting, a chance for us to update the Club on the Trust’s current priorities and an opportunity for the Trust to look again at how 
it can best help the Club in its developments both on and off the field.  The fact that we can now look forward to meetings such as this on a regular 
basis with the Board shows again how Woking FC is committed to working closely with its supporters, is inclusive in its approach and always ready to 
listen to and work with the Trust. 

Nicky BangeNicky Banger, the Clubs new Head of Commercial Affairs, also attended the meeting and was able to brief the Trust Board on his new role and current 
priorities.  It was a useful opportunity for the Trust to discuss ways in which supporters and the Trust itself will be able to support the work of Nicky 
and his team.

After the great finish to the season Cards fans had an extra chance to celebrate at the 3rd Annual Woking Football Club Beer Festival.  The event was 
held slightly later this year to coincide with the World Cup, with several games screened live in the clubhouse.

Those attending were treated to a Those attending were treated to a range of nearly 20 ales and ciders.  As organisers we like to have unusual beers not easily found in local pubs and 
fortunately, unlike England, the breweries did not disappoint by creating a range of football named beers; Road to Rio, They Think it’s Ale Over, Two 
Halves and Betty’s Brazilian.  Also on offer was a craft lager that was well received but the runaway winner turned out to be the Crazy Goat, a heady 
mixture of cider & perry.

The sunThe sunny weather provided a great backdrop to the festival and making the barbeque a popular part of the festival. Lucky fans were also given 
guided tours of the ground by John Moore, seeing all of the behind the scenes areas including the commentary box where John helps bring the game 
to our many ‘exiles’ via the radio.
 
The beer festival is only a success because of volunteers, WFC staff, club directors and local publicans and the Trust board would like to thank them 
all for their help.

As well as having a good time everyone attending has helped raise £1,200 to go towards Garry’s playing budget, so why not come along next year?

The Trust has recently sent out renewal forms to all current members.  Returns to date have been excellent but as always it’s important to get 
everyone to renew.  Please return your renewal forms with the appropriate subscription.  Alternatively you can leave a form and the cash or cheque in 
the Club Shop or the Trust’s Office.

We’ve also written recently to those members of ‘Boost the Budget’ who are not Trust members encouraging them to join.  Please do what you can to 
encourage all supporters of Woking FC to join the Trust.

WWe’re pleased to announce that Des Reader of Goldsworth Park was the winner of the Fans Matter prize draw for a season ticket.  Congratulations Des 
and thanks for your help in encouraging friends to join the Trust.

Both Garry Hill and Mike Smith acknowledged, at the Fans’ Forum, the key role ‘Boost the Budget’ has played in the resurgence of the Cards in recent 
years.  A huge thank you to all the loyal and committed contributors – it makes a huge difference on the pitch and also means the fans have a 
presence on the club board.

Inevitably there have been a few people stopping over the years but others have signed up and, in particular, one contributor has recently doubled his 
contribution by £50 a month and another gave a surprise donation of £1000.  Garry contributes along with various Directors so it really is a team 
effort.

So THANK So THANK YOU - please keep going, support the bucket collections and the start of the season is a great time to sign up to start contributing - from 
just £10 a month.

The Cards Trust are excited to bring you news of two fundraising events in the coming months.

On Friday 17th October we will be hosting our popular Race Night.  You don't have to be a regular at Sandown or Haydock to enjoy these and stakes 
are fixed at 50p each.  You can also sponsor an individual horse in each race for £5 - if your horse wins, you receive an extra prize. 

At the end of November, on Friday 28th, we will be holding a Quiz Night.  Rounds will be devised to cover a wide variety of genres to appeal to all 
ages so why not get yourself together a team of up to 8 to come and pit your wits against your fellow supporters.

Both eBoth events are held in the Cardinals’ Bar, which will be fully open to serve your drinks. Individual tickets for each event are £6.  Alternatively buy a 
ticket for both at once and pay only £10.  Each evening will include a bite to eat to enjoy whilst you join in the fun.

For more information or to request tickets, please speak with any of your Cards Trust representatives or email martin.oakley@cardstrust.co.uk.
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